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Many of the books you know and love are also 
available FREE as eBooks.

• Ask a librarian to help you find even more great 
reads. Many of our staff are avid readers, passionate 
about sharing their knowledge of subjects, genre 
and of up-and-coming new authors.

• Check out the reading lists available through the 
library catalogue. Many of these lists have been 
made by librarians both local and worldwide, 
others by library users and keen readers.

• Follow The Staff Pickles on our website and 
Facebook page. Our staff picking team share 
booklists, book reviews and blog posts. 

• Look out for The Staff Pickles monthly “Stuff We 
Love!” lists: fresh reading, listening and watching 
recommendations from our team.

• Visit us again soon. New stock arrives weekly so 
please ask our staff about our latest titles.

• Join the conversation on the Christchurch City 
Libraries blog. Book reviews, literary festival 
coverage, local history, Cool Stuff from the Selectors 
and lots, lots more. We enjoy sharing and we’d love 
to hear from you.

To find out more, please visit 
christchurchcitylibraries.com

You may also like to...
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• Pat Barker
• Carol Birch
• William Boyd
• Geraldine Brooks
• Emma Donoghue
• Richard Flanagan
• Anna Hope
• Eowyn Ivey
• Thomas Keneally
• Hannah Kent
• James McBride
• Cormac McCarthy
• Michael Punke
• Ron Rash
• Katy Simpson Smith
• Rohan Wilson
• Lianke Yan

In these stories you’ll find pioneers, 
survivalists, violence & grime… no drawing 

room gossip or lacy-fainting!

Hard Hitting 
Historical 

Fiction



19th 
Century 
Classics
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• Arnold Bennett
• R.D. Blackmore
• Mary Elizabeth 

Braddon
• Samuel Butler
• Thomas Carlyle
• Wilkie Collins
• Joseph Conrad
• Benjamin Disraeli
• Alexandre Dumas

• George Eliot
• Elizabeth Gaskell
• Nathaniel 

Hawthorne 
• George Gissing
• Henry James
• Anthony Trollope
• Ivan Turgenev
• Edith Wharton
• Emile Zola

If you have already read your way 
through better known 19th century 
novelists such as Austen or Dickens 
and can’t get enough of their vibrant 
characters and gripping narratives, 
why not try some lesser known literary 
classics by the following authors?



20th 
Century 
Classics
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• John Buchan
• Mikhail Bulgakov
• Albert Camus
• Willa Cather
• Joseph Conrad
• Theodore Dreiser
• Daphne Du Maurier
• William Faulkner
• F. Scott Fitzgerald
• E.M. Forster
• John Galsworthy
• Stella Gibbons

• James Joyce
• Christopher Isherwood
• D.H. Lawrence
• Katherine Mansfield
• Somerset Maugham
• Marcel Proust
• Barbara Pym
• J.D. Salinger
• Muriel Spark
• Kurt Vonnegut
• Evelyn Waugh
• Virginia Woolf

If you are looking for elegantly crafted 
fiction or even a life changing masterpiece, 

try one of these classic authors.



Historical Military 
Adventure Fiction
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• James Aitcheson
• Christian Cameron
• Angus Donald
• Robert Fabbri
• Iain Gale
• Adrian Goldsworthy
• Seth Hunter
• Conn Iggulden
• Ben Kane
• Giles Kristian
• Dewey Lambdin
• Allan Mallinson
• Anthony Riches
• Sean Russell
• Simon Scarrow
• Manda Scott
• Harry Sidebottom
• John Stack
• Julian Stockwin
• Andrew Swanston

If you like Bernard Cornwell’s Sharpe series 
or the naval heroics of Patrick O’Brian 

and Brian Callison, this list might provide 
some new names:
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• Britt-Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman
• One by Sarah Crossan (YA)
• The Course of Love by Alain de Botton
• American Gods by Neil Gaiman
• Speak by Louisa Hall
• Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf
• To the Bright Edge of the World by Eowyn Ivey
• The Broken Earth series by N. K. Jemisin
• My Struggle. Book Three, Boyhood by Karl 

Ove Knausgaard
• My Sister Rosa by Justine Larbalestier (YA)
• Glorious Heresies by Lisa McInerney
• Eileen by Ottessa Moshfegh
• This Must be the Place by Maggie O’Farrell
• Early Warning by Jane Smiley
• Golden Hill by Francis Spufford

The Staff Pickles are here to 
recommend great reading, 
listening and watching.

Adult & 
Young Adult 
Fiction (YA)
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• The Villa at the Edge of the 
Empire. One Hundred Ways 
to Read a City by Fiona 
Farrell

• The Bad-ass Librarians of 
Timbuktu: And Their Race 
to Save the World’s Most 
Precious Manuscripts by 
Joshua Hammer

• Don’t Suck, Don’t Die: 
Giving Up Vic Chesnutt by 
Kristin Hersh

• Five Presidents by Clint Hill
• Lab Girl.  A Story of Trees, 

Science and Love by Hope 
Jahren

• The Seven Good Years by 
Etgar Keret 

• First Day of the Somme by 
Andrew Macdonald

• Porcelain by Moby
• The Unbeatable Squirrel 

Girl by Ryan North and Erica 
Henderson

• Fingers in the Sparkle Jar. 
Lessons in Life and Death 
by Chris Packham

• Going Clear: Scientology 
and the Prison of Belief by 
Lawrence Wright

• The Beauty in the Beast: 
Britain’s Favourite 
Creatures and the People 
Who Love Them by Hugh 
Warwick

• First Bite by Bee Wilson

The Staff Pickles are here to 
recommend great reading, 
listening and watching.

Non-Fiction, 
Biography 
& Memoir
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• Black Lotus by Shogun Orchestra 
(Music)

• 45 Years (Film)
• Fortitude (TV Series)
• Going Clear: Scientology and the 

Prison of Belief (Documentary)
• Orphan Black (TV Series)
• Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell 

(TV Series)
• Mr Robot (TV Series)
• Orange is the New Black (TV 

Series)
• Wolf Hall (TV Series)
• Endeavour (TV Series)

The Staff Pickles are here to 
recommend great reading, 
listening and watching.

FILM, 
MUSIC 
AND TV


