
At around 3.35 p.m. in the afternoon. an empkyee 
of the wmpany noticed smoke drHting ur, the stairs hom a 
cellar in the - building. He went t o '  investigate and 
encountered hot smoke in a sedion of the basement. 
There were no signs of h e ,  nor could he hear the 
sound of burning. Returning to the ground fkmr to ~ o t  a 
fire extinguisher, he asked for the F i  Brigade to be 
called, and then returned to the celbr. 

At the Centml Fire Station in Lichfield Street an 
exchange telephone call was receiwed at 3.46 p.m.. the 
female voice on h e  telephone stating "I was told to n+ 
you that there is a fire in the c e h  of BaUantynes." 

The general a h  sounded and two pum- 
appliances and the salvage van turned out. The T i h ~ -  
Stevens 28-metre extension ladder, which would 
normally have responded to a call in the hlgh-value area 
of the city was held back on thin occasion. Thk uras 
dedded by the Duty Officer because the Officer in ChaFQe 
d the appliance was off station, and dso k a w e  the 
awliances were resrrondins to a cellar fire. - - 

The first appliance-(No. 11. Ford VS) had 
proceeded three Mocks down Uchfield Street b check thk 
entrance to the premises, but finding no sign of Rre. the 
appbance moved mound into Colombo Street and puled 
up just south of the buildings. Smoke w a  seen coming 
from an endosed alleyway and over the verandah of 
Congreve's Buikting. the most southerly of the BaOMtyna 
buikhgs fronting Colombo Street. The other two 
appliances anived shordy a f t d  (No. 1. Dennk and 
No. 3. Dennis &age van). having come via High a d  
Cashel streets. 

AdebwrywarnmfmnNo 11 htotht88eywayand 
one man donned a Robe& bcahhg ret and 
m a d e e n t r y t o f h d t h e s e a t d b r e & . t h ~ h  
Charsoofthk~andtheOIRcarinChargeofthe 
i n d d e n t w e r e b ~ t h ~ t i n d b r z ~ d u s b r g t h k  
early-tolocatethefire. 

At the time. EhUanlynels ptPmkes comprised eight 
Wi wvexing a one-acre site in the business heart d 
the city. The buildings were constructed d W, with 
wooden fbors on wooden and unpmtectd mIhd s t d  
pirts (R.S.J.). The three dbtind bUiWllgd fmntirrg 
Colombo and Cashel Streetr had stone facades and had 
been wnshc ted  at Merent thnes. As the business had 

r::bz tYS by - - 
Congreve'sBuikhg,themostsouthdyinCdomba 

Street, wasofthreefkoldanditwasinthebasmaud 
thkbuildingthatthefireis~tohavestated. 

Goodman's EuUding. sitwted next door, on chc 
north side, was of four Aoors with a basement. and M s  
Building. of three fkmm, also wlth a basement. Bxtsndsd 
to the comer of, and m n d  into Cashel Sbeet. 

Whih the Brigade had been endewourb.rg b &d 
andlocassethecekfire.theoubeakhadbamquidly 
spreading by means of two Idt shahs and super-hsalpd 
gases and smoke had been rising to upper floors. At about 
4 p.m., the fire Ylashed overn Md the buklings erupted 
in a mass of fkme, trapping some staff on upper fban. 

The Tilling-Stems ladder turned out at 3.59 p.m. 
ontherehrmtotheStationofthoOHlcsrin~dthe 
vehide. 

T h i r d O f R c e r J . ~ ~ t h e O I R c e r i n C h & g e d ~  
fire, had sent a ftreman to find a tekphons and a 
"Bdgade W. This man had d i f f kdy  a contact 
withdudWonrnanyChrYehuchHml.w~lrby 
n o w r l r o c r h g h d o u t I h a & . T h e ~ s c a l l w a s  
recdvrd.t4p.m.whrmrhlhnrpphna-tund 
0 r d f K n n ~ m d a w . I m a W a e o l a d e d ~ I h r  
s l h l b - .  

~ r s c e d t o t h e ~ f r o m S y Q n h m .  
s t A b a l s . N e w ~ . - , - ~ l s h I l l m  
Freezing Works. An ~ a r  e k p d d  fiom 
WjgramAkFarceBaseandhuofromBumhamMlrry 
camp.  he Wodcton apphaandone Amrymrchhr 
stoodbyattheCenlralStaabntoawewithanyhYwr 
calk. 

Meanwhile the fue had to tr0msndaUs 
~ , w i t h f h m e s l e a p b r g 3 0 m e i r e 5 a b o v e h  
bddhqmdrndingahugecdumnofsmokehtoh *- 

T w o y o u n g f r a r d c ~ h a d F u n p e d t h r o u g h  
the smoke and flames from a second floor h in 
Pratt's&lildirrginCdombosh.eetBothwerain~ 
WhentheybndedonthewrandahandwerelowertAinto 
a jumping sheet by firemen. Another woman akdjumped 
from a second tloor window in Cashel street, susbhbq 

injuries from which she died at 7.45 p.m. that 
m- 

Mr Kenneth Balkntyne, joint managing dtrector of 
the company. had to be helped down a ciupemters ladder 
to the d from a d - f l o a  window. 

The9-mstrr*ladderscaiedonthefirsttwo 
ripphmsba1thersnewerenotkngenollghb 
r e s c u e Q h l s h p p e d i n t h e , m i l b n e r y ~ ~ ~  
fowthfloorofGoodmansBuPdinghadakobeen 
unswreosful bscause of a shordaO in bdder length. 

Onthisoacarkn,thehdderwasmanhaddmto 
thetopof thevemndahbut~couldnot~hthe~ 
floor. Eventually it caught di& and c o k p d  into the 
names- 

When the TiStevens ladder aniwd on the 
raeneitwasnotusedforreseuebutSBfupasaw~ 
tawerinCashelS~neartheCdomboStreetcomer. 
Both streai were a mare of wemead hamway and 
~wiringwhichres&ictedaecesstoupperf loas  
fromtheroadway. 

A s m o r e ~ a r r i v e d . h o s e l i n e s ~ Q o t t o  
wak from stmounding shaets until thirty jsts was 
pouringwater ontotheflames. Atthehsightdtheb. 
231 men were involved. The fue was not sunounded and 
bught under 4 until about 5.30 p.m. Crews 
wakedforhwrsbdthebuddingswdmakem~to 
~therecowryofbodiesfromthescene. 

A shocked silence hung over the city as the death td 
~ m o u n t e d t o a ~ 4 1 .  

T b e f r s t t h a t a f a m c o u l d ~ ~ a n e d t h e  
cqtsbissrrtdcprbnartstores,trapQingrglf,dusbrga 
normdwa#ng.hgmKn,widhtheFhcBrigadefn 
ammhce,crratrdnamadbrodcandappshension 
h W t h e c o u n b y .  

Ironhlty this war the second occasion a b- 
had been @ed on this site. In 1888. Hobday's two- 
storeybuildingonthecomerofcarheland~rnbo 
~ ~ a s d o s t r o y e d , t h e ~ ~ i t e o c c u p i e d b y R a t t ' s  
&I9dingattheitmeofthe 1947fire. Byc0inddence.h 
Rre kigade had aho eontrrJBed a serious basement fire in 
E. C. R e d s  b3ding next door in 1917. confining the 
damage to the basement sea. 

Advlchmerdservkeurasheldinthe~urch 
AngDcan Cathemal on Nouember 23. folbwed by a mass 
burialsenricoattheRunrLawn<'Rmetery.~of 
~ a t t e n d e d t h e ~ i n t h e S q u a r e . p a i d t h e i r b s t  
r u p e c t s a O n g t h e m u t e , o r v i d t a d t h e ~ ~ .  
Armydationwagmswsrousedbhanspatthecaskerp. 
umihthirtoenAnllyhudcscarriedthemanywreathsand 
t a k e n s o f ~ .  

In 1948, the Government appointed a Royal 
&mmk6km to i n v a t i p k  a0 aspeck of the fire. The 
Commissbn c o d  Si Harold Johnston K.C. (retbd + court j+) chaim~n, MT A. W. ~ladkay 
(hedent ofthe Federatbn of Labour), Mr A. J. DideiOn 
(Auddand C&y Engineer) and Mr C. A. Wodoy 
(hpdntendent. W d i n g h  F i  Brigade). % sat for 65 
d a y s h e a r i n g 1 8 6 ~ w h o s o e v i d e n c e ~  
3527 pages- 

When the Commission brought down Ib 
mmnnmadat&ns in August. certain pdnts dated b the 
UPgradfngd~equipmentwMchtf ieheBoaad 
a c t e d u p ~ l h n m o d h b e l y . O t h e r a r e a s ~ e d ~  
totheFireServieegenedy.#nnedwhiEhwasnot 
~ impkmentedun l i l thena thaka t lonof the~  
in 1976. 


