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FIRE TRAGEDY MUST N

DANGEROUS POSITION LAID BARE

Mew Xesaland mourns at the Christchurch fre
in the disaster &t Ballaniyne's drapery

10 many lives wers cut off
ore,
To the relatives and friends of
thair lives,
It feels,

however, that

senry to

tragedy nt

ragedy oa that

AN in

IAHY DEATH-TRAPS EXIST

qn-r ies anid observations made
I1 e “People’'s Voice'" revenl
st an gxtremely dangerous posi-
won exists in the cities of New
fealand.  Many large stores and
r buildings are unduly subjec- |
Wl to fire Lhazard and, in the event
¥ fira breaking nut, would be death-
rpa The "People’'s Voice' dosa
%t desire that there should be
bdue alarm over the position, but
B in b that quick nction must
et minimise fire risks in
Bar tant buildings, partsm-
nrly the older type

The danger I particularly acute
f older bulldings which were. not
wilt according to the requirsments
¢ modern firs regulations, It would |
& Impracticable to abandon all these
feidings, but It Is certaln that
#uch could be done sven In thess
Wer bulldings to minimiss the risk
gisndant on fire.

JiRE ESCAPES LACKINC
Mhe nbsence of fire-escapes at Bal-
Fetyne's, which
¥ people outside Christchurch, from
Be newspaper accounts and photo-
phs, is only too common to build-
in Auckland, Wellington and
t citics. Comment was made to
"People’s Voice'' concerning
Be lirge establishment in Queen’

the **People's Volce” extends
aympathy

i such n tragody happening again
the Seaclif Mental Hospital
There is no reason,
which
somo part of New Zealond at any time.

was obvious even |

Wlvet, Auckland.. It was pointed

tragady In which

the unfortunate people who
its despast sympathy.

is inadequate and that it is

take practical and immediate measures to minimise the
i five vears wmince

It
in which many
for confidlence that

HNallantynue's might

unfortunately,
occurred at

out that there were no fire-escapes
leading from the windows facing
Queen Street. A similar position
exists elsewhere. In some of:these
casex it wns obrious that: lives
might be lost on a scale comparable
or worse than at Ballantyne's
Whils the ultimats solution lles
in the bullding of modern oconorete
structures  -without Infiammable
RMoors and walls and Attings, much
could ba Immadiately dons by -ocon-
forming to the.regulations regard-
ing fArs-ascapes, by installing:auto-
matic sprinklers, by compulsory fres
drill and other such measures.

COMMISSION MUST BE
EFFECTIVE

The commission of enguiry which
has been promised by the Hon. W.
Parry will doubtless go thoroughly
inta the circumstances surrounding
the fire at Dallantyne's, and the
""People’s  Voice' does not wish to
pre-judge the issue. The whole ques-
tion of fire hazard, however, is
one of acute and immedinte import-
ance tn the working class and to
the ygeneral public. Commissions of
enguiry in the past have been wset
up on varions questions under pres-
sure of disastar or public opinion
and their findings have remained a
dead letter

This must not happen again.

The shop assistants’ unions, the

BE REPEATED

The above photegraph shows the Cashel Strest frontage of the drapery establishment of J. Ballantyne
and Co., Christchurch, whers so many lives wers lost In s disastrous Are.
a8 In so many other similar bulldings, thers ars no fAre-sscapes on this

Readers will nete that,
frontage. Ses article on

this page. (Gireenn und Holn, photograph)

Clerieal Workera' Union, the Store-
men aml Packers' Uniun, and other
unions of workers, cannot allow this
matter to be dealt with in a super-
ficial manner.

These unions, and the Federation
of Labour, should be glven repre-

internal Afairs, Hon W. Parry.

ticket, in marksd contrast
» plainly Indicates that It I

one side the
photos of the Communist can-
tes, Mrs. C. Birchfield and W.
ra, with -the slogan ‘Commu-
!'c' Leadership." On the other
1t is headed ‘How to Vote on
bar 18th," ‘Communist Re-
ndations.’

2 the case of the City Couneil,
are ndvised to ‘vote for |
Communists and thirteen
r' The names of thirtsen !
it candidates are theh set out
phabatical order, with the two

“ The ‘Standard’'s’ allegation of Communist trickery In the issuing
an slectien ticket cannot be supporied by facts,' sald Bruoce Skilten,
{ Ssorstary of the Communist Party In Wallington,

““The Com-
to the licke! issuad by the Labour
Issued by the Cemmunist Party.

ticket bears son for the wild charges made- in
the ‘Standard's’ editorial attack on
the Communist Party.

The Labour

ruce Skilton Turns Tables
On ‘‘Standard” Editor

the last to mccuse
Party of trickery,
Party Is the only
erganization In Wellington stand.
ing candidates (o (ssum & tiokel thal
does rot bear its name or a clear
Indication of Its origin. ‘These are
rour candidates’ is the captiun on
ita ticket, aml m list of candilates
for the wvarious bodies is then set
out.

““One cannot. but agree with the
Mayor, Mr. Appleton, when he aaid:
‘The Labour candidates in Welling-
ton are ashamed of their political
label for they had issued o list on
an anonymous ticket.’

““As the Labour candidats for the
Mayoraity, Mr. N. R. Seddon, was

Party should be
the Communist
for the Labour

sentation on the commission which
Is belng set up by the Minister of

Paris,

ARCO8 RAID RECALLED

famous Arco raid In London In 1927,
is obviously designed
breach of relations between Russia
and France. |

in Paris, by agreement
French Government,

forced ‘to publicly admit ‘any band

the

French Workers Fight
Fascism’s New Threat

LONDOMN.—Whils Truman and other Wall Street politicians try
to rush through the Marshall pian to buy up Eurcpe, the French and
itallan Covernmants have launched an attack on the iride unions,
Communist Parties and other organisalions which aim ls pressrve
their countriss’ iIndepsndence.

But Frenclh aml
struggle against ‘the

democrats, schooled in the wulerground

are hitting back in 0 wave of strikes and

Ttalian
Naris,

demonstratiens greater than anything their countiies bave known
since 1B48,

The French reactivn began its with a scare story about the ' Reds"
offensive with the nrrest and suvage | plotting to attack Frowe
sentencing of Marscilles workers Under cover of the panic  thus
who were toking part in a pewcv- | crested,  the  Sociafist  Ramadier
ahle demonstration sgainst inereas. | nieel to make way for  “‘strong
Ly poives b . ek gkt in turn

prepas the way for
[RCA TS B anille

De Caulle would do tH'® ™Main jeb

The Ranadier Government then |
lagnched a deliberatels provocative |
raid azainst the Soviet P.O.W. re- |
patrintiod camp at Ueaureganl, nen |°' smashing all French! resistanse
to Wall Street's plan 0 @nsiave
France and ssize her stra®!®Bic bases
and colonial resources | 107 @ war
sgainst the Soviet Union™

Reynaud wan the saw et
whe wmdermined France
in 1940, allowing traitor j
open the gates the
appointiel  Petain as i
from which position
talks with the German gi

Hernauwd appointed 1)
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