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KNOWN DEAD 
BALLANTYNE'S BUILDING 

DESTROYED 
20 Missing; All Bodies Not 

Yet Recovered 
EMPLOYEES TRAPPED IN 

BLAZE 
In me of the greatcot fire twgcdits in the history of New 

~ m d ,  28 perished, one died from injurits, und 10 other pctronr. 
iduding a baby, were officiully reported missing. The dinmter oo 
eumd when f~ re ,  in one hour, wept yesterday aftemom thmu& 
tbc meacre block of the three-storey drapery rtore of I. B.lhtyne 
rad Company, Ltd. Another four p e m e  were nportd w "doubt- 
ful," the po~ibility bein# held that they may ,mt have h#rd the 
bradcad call to rcport in the evening. 

The fullnem of the t-y will probably not be known for 
m m l  days, but rccovcry operations were mopdal at 
with the knowledge that other bodiee were lyind m the mn 
bell. The bodice recovered M, far were t h  from the 
thc muin entrunce and in a part of the Colombo street frontqie. Witb 
8 #cater part of the debris yet to be scsuchcd, tcmqins of bodia 
were viuble in the N i n e ,  hanging from raftem and lying om the top 
of a fire escape. 

Of the staff of 300 employed by the firm, the exact number m k  
ing luat night wcu not known, and there is a porsibility that an un- 
known number of customen may also have bcm trapped in tbc 
fhmsr. 

Only the danger of the oollapse of the Oamvu atone * of 
the &om c a d *  the moovery work to be wapendcd,, ud it d mt 
be raumcd untrl the he l l  is made safe or dcmoiirbcd. The M 
rdl must, therefore, be indefinite until a check ir made on ~ V W Y  
baron who wor known to have been in tho bddhd or crbo w 
a b l y  in the buildin&. 

The Rws, N w  19, 1947. P. 7. 

ACRE OF STORE 
DESTROYED 

Fierce And Swift Fire 
-~ 

DISASTER WATCHED 
BY THOUSANDS 

Fire Debris Falls 
Far from Scene 

IVlth nmnks rlnlng n ellle into 
the nlr, nlnnsr-9 of tlebrln were 
a r r i r d  over the ao~~thern  nnd 
wmtern pnrtn of the city from 
the fin. Plrcen of tnrncl m n n g  
felt fell I n  Nmhere Rt.rest, Rlc- 
cnrtnn. 

Rtmngmt of a l l  was an 
unrmrchrd Tlnllmntyne's docket 
which flnttered Into the ~ n r d e n  
of a ho l~re  I n  F ~ i n ~ n  Rtmet. I n  
the Rlwarton Utate hauslng 
block a nallla and half from the 
fire. Fn~gmentr  of cl~nrred 
pnprr f r l l  a t  Rlcenrton race 
coume. 

The Star-Sun, Now 19, 1947. p.4. 

WOMAN'S FATAL 
IN JURIES - 

JUMP FROM THIRD 
STOREY - - 

TWO HAVE LUCKY 
ESCAPE 

'hro of thq' U m  ofMe employm 
trom thlrd storey w b -  

dowr jumF on olombo street had fortunate 
era s trom mlwr injury. mnd the 
~ h r E c h u r c h  ~ a p l t a l  last night re- 
portd t h ~ t  their condluon w u  u t i r -  
fwtory. h e  thlrd w m n  war wrl- 
o u l y  Injured. and d l 4  In  the horglh l  
at 1.48 p.m. She was: 
BIN VI.W mv CJt  t r  -1. 

m i d m  unknown. 
The Injured women were:- 

Iln N.ut O W r  Nrak a cd 28. ol 
71 CMWD~ street. s*.yton. 

a R w ,  8 g d  a. 0f 4 
Swmnns rod. Richmond. 

Miss Kenncdy'r flmec. who works 
nemr 8.U.ntynes. ran to the buildina 
when he heard thrr a In had broken 
out. and w u  in rlme to help I m n e n  
lilt M l u  Kennedp from Lhe vennda 
on l o  which she umprd. Mm Nash 
*N( 8 close f r l m  d of M l u  Kennedy. 
md the two decided to Jump when 
Umy found that a l l  erltm trnm the od- 
mlnislr8tlva dkes wem bbcksd W 
nama. 

The Press, hkv 19, 1947. p. 7. 


